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Martyrdom, Resurrection,
and the Era of Cultural Revolution:
The Book of Revelation and the Ahmao Eschatology of
Christian Churches in Northern Yunnan, China

Shu-li Huang’
ABSTRACT

In 1958, church activities went underground in China, and Christians were forced
to publicly renounce their religion. As the political campaigns went outraged,
Ahmao Christians in northern Yunnan believed that the Apocalypse in the Book of
Revelation had revealed itself in the era of Cultural Revolution. Beginning with the
martyrdom of the Ahmao pastor, Wang Zhiming (1907-1973), followed by his
resurrection and the upcoming raptures, the prophets in the Book of Revelation
directly contributed to the millenarian movement in 1970s, calling for withdraws
from citizenships in order to survive in the Millennium. The millenarian movement
attracted military attacks with the goal of exterminating Christianity in 1976; as a
result, many hundreds of ethnic Christians in northern Yunnan were jailed. Though
the religious regulation was eased in 1978, the antagonism between the communist
state and the millenarian Christians remained and the Christian community was
divided into the millenarian heretics and the Christian patriots. This article explores
the Ahmao eschatology in terms of ethnographic theology and argues for the
significances of the Book of Revelation in configuring Ahmao church history. On
the one hand, the revelation of Apocalypse and the millenarian movement
strengthened the Christian community in northern Yunnan to survive through
church closures and persecutions in the era of Cultural Revolution. On the other
hand, the denial of millenarianism as responses to religious regulations resulted in
the schism and conflicts of Christian community in the era of post-revolutionary
Reform.

Keywords: The Era of Cultural Revolution, Apocalypse, Millenarian
Movement, Ethnographic Theology, Book of Revelation
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